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Cobb Landmarks and the Marietta Visitors Bureau
Announce a Successful 2014 Pilgrimage

On the first weekend of each December, Cobb Landmarks joins hands with the Marietta Visitors Bureau to present what has 
become our community’s premier holiday event, the Marietta Pilgrimage Christmas Home Tour.  Preliminary results indicate 
that the 2014 Pilgrimage was one of the top three ever in ticket sales.

The Tour, whose proceeds provide important financial support for Cobb Landmarks and the Visitors Bureau, showcases 
six homes in one of three historic districts in Marietta. The homeowners generously open their homes, decorated in their 
Christmas finery, to two thousand or more people, who come from all over the southeast and beyond. The 2014 Pilgrimage 
featured homes in the Whitlock Avenue Historic District, ranging from the c. 1848 Smith-Manning House, known as 
“Rockford,” to the modern historically-inspired home of former Gov. and Mrs. Roy Barnes. [See inside this issue for a 
description of all the Pilgrimage houses.] The Pilgrimage Gala, which takes place on the Friday night of Tour weekend, is 
truly the kickoff to the holiday season in Marietta. The 2014 Gala was 
held at the historic Whitlock Inn in the heart of the historic district.

Kelly Herrero, who co-chaired the 2014 Pilgrimage along with Johnny 
Sinclair, reported that the event marked a successful year for both Cobb 
Landmarks and the Visitors Bureau. “What made this year outstanding 
were the people. From the homeowners to the board members to the 
Gala attendees to the tour-goers, everyone came out with positive 
attitudes, having endured the elements, to find joy in our Tour. Even 
when there were long waits at some homes, when they had to wait on 
the bus, when they braved the drizzling rain, people were all smiles. 
We offer our town, county, state, and beyond a special treat, and this 
year was no exception. The ability to feature exceptional homes like the 
Barnes residence and Rockford made the draw even more spectacular 
in 2014.” Kelly went on to say that the Phoenix Cottage and the Winn 
Street Bungalow were beloved by all who entered; that the Musolf home 
offered unique pieces in every room, as well as a “showstopper” of a 
pool area; and that the Norton home’s special history behind its being 
saved from condemnation “made tour-goers’ jaws hit the ground.”

Cobb Landmarks thanks all the homeowners, the Pilgrimage 
Committee, and the hundreds of volunteers who made this 
year’s Pilgrimage so spectacular.  As Kelly says, “It is no easy 
task. But, in the end, Johnny and I and all of us agree that we 
can say unanimously that it was worth every second.”

Dempsey Kirk, Past Chairman, Marietta Visitors 
Bureau; Katie Peterson, Executive Director, Marietta 
Visitors Bureau; Wendy Bunch-Heyer, Host and 
Pilgrimage Committee member; Alice Summerour; 
and Tom Heyer, Host Committee member, enjoy the 
event.
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Letter from the Chair

2014 has proven to be a year of many milestones and happy endings for Cobb Landmarks.   

The story whose 2014 happy ending stands out among all the rest began in 1990, when our flagship, the Root House 
Museum, crossed the railroad tracks. In disrepair and slated for demolition, the structure was set down in a bare 
parking lot on the corner of the Loop and Polk Street. Restoration of the dilapidated structure appeared overwhelming, 
but Cobb Landmarks’ staff, members, and supporters embarked on a monumental project, and the restoration process 
began. Today, this example of the I-house has been restored to its c.1845 appearance through architectural analysis 
and is used as a museum, authentically interpreted to reflect the lifestyle of a middle class Georgia family with period 
furnishings, outbuildings, landscaping, and garden plots.  In May 2014, CLHS was notified that the William and 
Hannah Root House had been listed on the National Register of Historic Places. What an accomplishment for CLHS!  
To mark the occasion, Landmarks members and supporters gathered to celebrate in the Garden – a happy ending to a 
long and arduous journey.

2014 marked another significant milestone for CLHS. Forty years of supporting the preservation of Cobb County’s 
heritage was an occasion worthy of a special celebration. With the aid of Landmarks’ premier party planner, Jeanine 
Harper, more than 100 CLHS supporters and members gathered and enjoyed a festive evening at the Harpers’ home at 
the foot of Kennesaw Mountain to celebrate our 40th birthday.

The 2014 Marietta Pilgrimage, in its 28th year, was another stellar event. CLHS and the Marietta Visitors Bureau, 
through our longstanding partnership, offered visitors and residents alike an outstanding experience in our city – 
beautiful homes, festively “dressed” for the season and open for viewing. As always, CLHS was there, with many of 
our members serving as docents, tour guides on buses, and hosts at the Bistro.  All of Marietta can stand proud about 
the way we shared our traditions and the city’s unique neighborhoods. 

There were some new beginnings for CLHS this year, too.  Our new Executive Director, Trevor Beemon, has proven 
to be a perfect fit for CLHS. His talents are many, and he shares them willingly with CLHS. He has been indispensable 
to me during these months of transition. In just his first quarter as ED, he has spoken to the Kiwanis Club, shared the 
RHMG story with a garden club, and worked with Cobb Commission Chairman Tim Lee to develop and implement 
a county-wide protocol to protect county-owned heritage resources.  At the Root House Museum and Garden he has 
been active in all aspects of operation.  Whether supervising the painting project or setting up for a school tour of 
100, he was there, cheerfully helping.  He worked well with the 2014 Marietta Pilgrimage Committee. Designing 
brochures, photographing the homes, and working with homeowners, sponsors and vendors alike were just a few of 
his duties.  For the next few weeks Trevor will be welcoming and orienting our new Root House Museum and Garden 
Manager, Melissa DeVelvis.

In closing, I want to thank all our CLHS members, docents, supporters, and especially our Trustees.  While we realigned 
the CLHS personnel needs, our Trustees pitched in, worked shifts, handled details, and made sure the daily operation 
of both CLHS and the RHMG continued without interruption. No task was too daunting or too tedious for our Trustees.  
Serving as 2014 Chair has proven to be a rewarding experience for me.

Looking forward to an another exciting new year in 2015,
Abbie



 The 2014 Pilgrimage Homes

     Marie and Roy Barnes House
This modern Folk Victorian home 
was constructed for former Governor 
Roy Barnes and his wife Marie 
in 2008. An excellent example of 
responsible infill, the home was 
designed to blend harmoniously 
with nearby homes in the historic 
Whitlock Avenue area. The exterior 
of the home features decorative 
shingle siding and corbels, louvered 
shutters, a turret, a bay window 
and a spacious front porch. Inside, 
reclaimed paneling salvaged from 
Marie’s childhood home gives a 
downstairs bedroom more historic 
charm. Especially interesting is 
Roy’s personal study, which can be 
accessed through a hidden door in 
the master bathroom. One-of-a-kind 
artworks, portraits, and furnishings 
from Roy’s time in office can be 
seen throughout the house, as well 
as Marie’s extensive collection of 
nativities, including a hand-carved 
nativity from Africa. 

Rockford
Rockford, also known as the Smith-Manning 
House, is one of Cobb County’s most significant 
historic structures. Constructed between 1848 and 
1851 for the Dr. Sidney Smith family, the home 
is situated on top of a full-story coursed stone 
basement. It is believed that the home served as 
a field hospital during the Battle of Kennesaw 
Mountain and as the headquarters of Confederate 
General William J. Hardee in June of 1864.

The home was purchased by John Manning in 
the 1890s. Before the Mannings took ownership, 
the exterior of the home was updated in the Folk 
Victorian style with the addition of decorative post 
brackets and balustrades. John’s wife, Mamie, 
inherited the home upon his death in 1922. Later, 
the home was passed down to James T. Manning, 
a state representative, senator, and Superior Court 
judge.

The home was purchased by Erin and William 
Etheredge in 2009. The couple enlisted the 
services of architect and historic preservationist 
Lane Greene to plan for the sensitive rehabilitation of the home. Especially interesting are the two-foot-thick stone walls 
on the basement level, the heart pine floors, period furnishings, and the original painting of the home by Gone with the 
Wind historical advisor Wilbur Kurtz, loaned by Kennesaw National Battlefield Park.

[See last page 13 of this issue for reflections of homeowner Erin Etheredge about her recent Pilgrimage experience.]



Winn Cottage
Built in 1950 for the Irving J. Dorley family, the Winn Cottage is an excellent 
example of suburban ranch-style architecture. One of America’s most popular 
mid-century styles, ranch homes typically featured open floor plans, outdoor 
patios and porches, and prominently placed garages. After America entered 
World War II in 1941, the federal government selected Marietta as the site 
of a new manufacturing plant operated by the Bell Aircraft Corporation. The 
plant reopened as the Lockheed Aircraft Corporation in 1951, and the Winn 
Cottage’s owner, Mr. Dorley, was employed there as an engineer. During this 
time, Marietta’s population nearly tripled, and hundreds of suburban ranch- 
style homes were constructed for the workers and their families.  The home 
was purchased by Beth Johnston in 1993 and has been lovingly renovated. It 
is filled with beautiful antique furnishings and paintings. 
 

Shipp-Kinney-Norton House

Constructed in 1929, this Craftsman-
style bungalow was built for the Ralph 
Shipp family. Ralph’s wife, Grace, lived 

in the home for over 30 years, making her the longest-tenured resident of the home. 
The couple’s son, William, was born in 1933. William graduated from Marietta High 
School, attended Emory University and the University of Georgia, and became a highly 
revered journalist. The home was purchased by Beverly and John Norton in 2004. 
Though the couple has completed an extensive remodel and renovation to modernize 
the home, they have taken care to infuse the home with historic charm, including the 
addition of period-appropriate light fixtures and a 1920s cast iron bathtub. 

Phoenix Cottage

This charming Colonial Revival bungalow was 
constructed in 1929. Many of the home’s original features, including a working 
fireplace in the living room, can still be seen today.  The home’s current owner, 
Carrie Kennedy, is an avid art collector, and many beautiful artworks are on display 
throughout the home, including a drawing by Claire Dunaway (Cyr), daughter of 
former Marietta Mayor Bill Dunaway.  A notable feature is  the master bedroom suite 
in the converted attic. The exposed brick column in the space was originally used 
as the chimney for the wood/coal burning cook stove located in the kitchen below.

Hagood-Sheeler-Musolf House
 
This beautiful two-story 
Dutch Colonial home was 
built by Guyton Palmer 
Reynolds in 1929 on 
property purchased from his 
brother, Dr. James Dunklin 

Reynolds, who lived next door on Winn Street. Through the years, 
the home has gone through several renovations and additions. The 
home’s study, for example, was originally a porch. Today, this 
room features heart pine paneling. Of special interest is the home’s 
two-story incinerator chimney with an iron door located in the 
basement. A child’s playhouse, built by the Reynoldses, serves as 
a tool shed today.



The Root House Project
by Wendy Hawk 

Drama teacher at The Walker School

The Root House project was inspired by the Talking Walls program presented by Cobb Landmarks in the summer of 2014. 
This program is designed to inform area teachers about local history and historic sites they can use in their classrooms.  
While visiting the Root house during Talking Walls, I realized the potential for young students to connect with local history 
in a way that would make it come alive for them. I decided to develop the Root House Project, in which students would do 
historical research and then write and perform a play about the life of the William and Hannah Root family.

This project had many checkpoints, each helping the students to develop a deeper understanding of the characters they 
would portray in the play.  On the first day of the project we discussed our goal to create a play about the Root family. I told 
them the general history of the family and explained that we would be taking a field trip to the home in the near future. We 
then read a historical document written by Mr. Root to his children. This was critical for them to learn the way English was 
spoken during the mid 1800s.  I read the first paragraph, and then the children took turns reading and passing the letter. The 
fact that they stumbled over the words gave them an appreciation for the formality of the time period as well as the details 
about the family. We then looked at a copy of the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for 1890. The students compared current 
occupants with the ones listed on the map.  We also discussed the types of materials used to build the buildings and the 
importance of cisterns for fire safety.

Once this was completed, we compiled a list of all the family 
members who lived in the Root House.  The children submitted 
their top three choices of which person they wanted to portray.  I 
then tried to balance their preferences against what was available.  
The students were given their characters and told to be prepared to 
get as much information about their character as possible during 
our tour.  

We arrived at the Root House and were greeted by Abbie Parks 
and Pam Cole.  The students were in awe as Pam led them through 
the house in character. She could barely get out a sentence before 
the children were asking another question.  They were eager 
to connect with the characters they were going to portray.  The 
student who would play Grandmother Butland even had the 
chance to stand next to her bed.  She was so excited. The tour took 
another excellent turn when the students were in the garden and 
were introduced to the types of games that children of this time 
period played.  Everyone tried their hand at Jacks, Graces, and 
several other games. 

After the tour we pulled our historic map back out, pointing out the changes from 1890, and then we headed for pizza at 
Marietta Pizza Company.  During our working lunch, the children discussed what they had learned.

The following days the children waded through documents from the Root House and searched for information they felt 
would be interesting to kids their age.  It was decided that each character would talk about what their daily tasks would be 
like, and then the script almost wrote itself.  The children exploded with ideas: Hannah Root would talk about caring for the 
house, and William would talk about his house, his business, and his church. William Kemper would discuss the Georgia 
Military academy and Mary Hannah the life and goals of a young girl in 1850 working towards having a family of her own.  
Each character developed, and the students peer-reviewed each other’s scripts, making additions and deletions.  

Once we had a working script, we sent it to Cobb Landmarks for historical corrections. We modified the script and then 
focused on the costumes and props that would be needed.  The students came up with large lists, and we whittled them 
down to what was most important (a wonderful life skill). Items were acquired and costumes secured. (Thanks goes to the 
Root House for our female costumes.)

Amelia Wetherington, Rhodes Reddick, Lexi Lindstrom, 
Levi Walker, Gillian Stoltz, Katrin Surkan , Lindsay Moore, 
Hanna Johnson, Jalon Jones, and Thomas Stovall with 
Pam Cole after touring the Root House



We practiced our skit for five days, each student working hard on being the character and thinking like someone who lived 
in 1850.  The students worked over and over on standing confidently and projecting their voices.

At last the day of the show arrived, and the students awaited their big moment back stage.  The performance was a success, 
and the children were so proud of what they created. It was entertaining and educational. 

I am truly proud of what my students accomplished. This project 
made history come alive for them.  It wasn’t history in a book; 
they lived the history lesson. The students spoke like seasoned 
toastmasters and will never again pass an old home and think of it as 
ugly; instead, they will wonder what its story is.

Lexi Lindstrom, Katrin Surkan, Thomas Stovall, 
and Gillian Stoltz play Graces, and Lindsay Moore 
looks like she may have found a new sport.

In  the photo above, Katrin Surkan sets the scene, as William Root 
looks over his numbers, Mary Hannah and Grandmother Butland 
prepare dinner, and Henry and Grandfather Simpson check for 
honey. 

The photograph above shows 
Hannah admiring young Mary 
Hannah’s work on her slate, as 
she prepares to do laundry.

The photograph on the 
right shows a proud troupe. 
Pictured are Katrin Surkan, 
Thomas Stovall, Gillian Stoltz, 
Amelia Wetherington, Rhodes 
Reddick, Hanna Johnson, Lexi 
Lindstrom, Lindsay Moore, 
and Levi Walker.



Mr. Root’s Store
Open Wednesday – Saturday

11am – 4pm

Offering over 30 local history publications
 including Cobb Landmarks’ newest publication:

MARIETTA THE GEM CITY OF GEORGIA
by Douglas M. Frey

Photography by Jim DiVitale

The Root House Museum and Garden
Corner of N. Marietta Loop & Polk

Marietta, Georgia
770-426-4982

These Are a Few of My Favorite Things

by Katie Sanstead

This will be our sixth year celebrating Christmas in Marietta. Each year I notice a few more things here that seem 
to delight me about this time of year.

When we lived in Tampa, we often had to put the air conditioning on so our tree wouldn’t shed its needles. Here, 
Old Man Winter ushers in the season with a blustery breeze that  brings a welcome chill. How wonderful to cozy 
up to the crackling fire, with an Irish coffee or sparkling Rum punch, that warms us from head to toe!

The Thanksgiving dishes are barely cleared as families begin the annual ritual of decorating. In preparation for the 
Marietta Pilgrimage Christmas Tour of Homes, the weekend is spent dressing our homes in their holiday finery. 
From my passing car, or on a pensive walk, I admire the decorating styles and color schemes that complement the 
age and paint of these grand old dames. How they must appreciate the thoughtful and loving attention!

It’s also our turn to dress up and attend the Marietta Pilgrimage Gala. I feel a school girl gush when I see Bob 
dressed in his tux. My senses are keenly sharpened to all that the affair offers: the crystal, china, and silver 
sparkling against the snow-white linen; the abundant, fragrant floral arrangements; and the bountiful, artfully 
prepared food. The delightful sounds of the chatter of friends, old and new, are mingled in the backdrop, as the of 
vibes from the band float upward....

We attend the Tour on Saturday, after hosting a brunch with friends and neighbors. I especially enjoy the Tour 
as I am a retired decorator. Beyond the decorating, though, I love hearing about the families and their holiday 
traditions. They generously open wide their doors in welcome and share our history.

The past few years I have volunteered to docent on Sunday. It’s a chance to engage the public, who are as curious 
as we are, about the interiors of our neighborhoods. I unabashedly confided in one stranger that it was certainly 
more respectful than peeking in the windows!

As I finish typing this, the bare branches from our 100-year-old pecan trees are silhouetted against the clear blue 
sky, and the setting sun is spreading a pink hue on the horizon.

I love this time of year! And these are a few of my favorite things….



Cobb Preservation Foundation Sells Historic Cheney-Newcomer House
by Becky Paden

CLHS and CPF board member

After eight years as owner and custodian of the historic Cheney-Newcomer House on Powder Springs Road in 
Marietta, Cobb Preservation Foundation (CPF) has sold the structure to a private owner who plans to live in the house 
after refurbishing and rehabilitating the home.

Randy Wolpin, a Florida resident, told CPF board members before closing that he and his family will reside in the 
historic site once the work is completed. The organization closed on the sale on September 17, 2014, after attaching 
preservation covenants to the c. 1857 house, listed on the National and Cobb County Registers of Historic Places.

The Foundation acquired the Cheney-Newcomer House in 2006, when Ambling Development Partners donated the 
house and approximately .8 acre to CPF. Ambling replaced some windows with major damage and made other minor 
necessary repairs before deeding the house to the Foundation.

Within only a few weeks of the Cheney-Newcomer House sale, CPF sold, also with preservation covenants attached, 
another historic property at 407 Atlanta Street in Marietta to real estate broker William Colley. The two-story Victorian-
style house was built about 1900. The Foundation purchased the house and a small lot from a private owner several 
years ago. CPF paid for external repairs and refurbishing.

Tidings from Trevor

When I came on as Executive Director in September, I thought my job was going to be great. I was right, but it has 
been even more rewarding than I could have imagined—much more. Growing up as a junior docent at the Root House, 
this entire experience has felt like a homecoming. It has been wonderful to see so many familiar faces and to meet 
so many new friends. Each day I witness the enthusiasm and dedication so many share for Cobb Landmarks and the 
William Root House Museum and Garden, and I am humbled. So, this season, I would like to thank all of you for 
supporting Cobb Landmarks, however that may be.

As Executive Director, I have the opportunity to see something most people don’t get the chance to see – the generosity 
and giving of all of our supporters. I see them giving of time, giving of talent, and giving of resources. Organizations 
like Cobb Landmarks rely on the generosity and expertise of many individuals. These individuals often go above and 
beyond what is asked of them and ask for nothing in return. The only payment they seek is the satisfaction of knowing 
they’ve helped us fulfill our mission. The problem is that it’s impossible for each of you to see the work being done 
by each of these individuals. But every time you hear about a school tour, see a flower bloom in the garden, receive 
a newsletter or report, or attend a program or event, know that many hours of volunteer work went into it. When you 
think about it this way, I hope you realize that you‘re part of a remarkable group of individuals, and that, together, you 
have all accomplished so much. 

With that, thanks for a wonderful 2014, and here’s to an even better 2015!

Trevor Beemon



Restoration Work is Underway at Hyde Farm
by Mandy Elliott

Cobb County Preservation Planner

Cobb County has begun the work to restore the farm buildings at historic Hyde Farm in East Cobb.  Under the direction 
of PBG Builders, Inc., the contractor and project manager, the firm of Leatherwood, Inc., is restoring or rebuilding the 
structures that have suffered from the effects of time.  

Early priorities have been the outbuildings, and the following structures have been rebuilt or restored:  two chicken houses, 
the goat house, the brood house (pictured below), the gear shed, and the tool shed.  The corn crib has been dismantled and 
is being rebuilt, and the truck shed has been straightened in 
preparation for restoration.  All of these structures are being 
sprayed with an insecticide treatment to protect them from 
termites.

The two major structures, the farm house and the barn, are also 
in the process of being restored.  The barn has been thoroughly 
documented prior to restoration, and the wings on either side 
have been removed prior to reconstruction.  Foundation work 
is underway at the main house.  Some footings have been 
poured, and the kitchen and front room have been made level.  
The log portion of the house will be jacked up and stabilized.  
The log walls are being prepared for an epoxy treatment, and 
interior cleaning is being done.

The contracting firm is experienced with historic restorations, 
and they meticulously documented each structure before work 
was begun.  Each structure is being restored with authenticity 
and public safety in mind.  Tom Bills at the county’s Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Affairs Department says, “The county 
is very impressed with the contractor’s knowledge, skills, and sensitivity to the work.  The PBG/Leatherwood team clearly 
understands our goals in restoring this unique resource for the citizens of Cobb County.”  

CLHS Announces New Root House Manager,
 Melissa DeVelvis

Cobb Landmarks is happy to welcome Melissa DeVelvis as our new Root 
House Museum Manager. A native of Kennesaw, Georgia, Melissa began her 
time at the Root House as a junior docent in 2003 and was an intern during the 
summer of 2012. She has also interned at the T.R.R. Cobb House in Athens, 
Georgia, where she researched and profiled the Cobb women, transcribed 
Cobb family correspondence, and assisted in the Ulster-American Heritage 
Symposium. Melissa is a recent graduate of the University of Georgia, where 
she double majored in English and History. Melissa also spent a semester 
studying at Oxford University in England. Her history research and thesis 
focused on the letters and journals of antebellum Georgia women in efforts 
to analyze their reactions to the push for secession and its eventual success. 
She is a recipient of the UGA History Department’s Undergraduate Research 
Award. Melissa is very excited to be back at the Root House, and we are 
happy to have her!



William Root House Given a Clean Bill of Health
by Trevor Beemon

One of my goals when I first came on as Executive Director was to get the Root House, Cobb Landmarks’ most conspicuous 
asset, in tiptop shape before a new Root House Manager was hired. I wanted to hit the proverbial “reset button” on the house 
and give the new Root House Manager a home in near-perfect condition. To complete this task, the Root House Committee 
teamed up with former Root House Curator Maryellen Higginbotham and longtime Root House painter Scott Chumley to 
determine which areas of the house needed the most attention. 

After inspecting the house and dependencies, we were thrilled to find that only a few cosmetic repairs were needed. We were 
also thrilled to find that the Root House shutters were in repairable condition and would not need to be replaced. With the 
inspection out of the way, the task of repairing and repainting the home and dependencies was ready to be started. But that 
was easier said than done.

When the time came to select paint for the house, Maryellen climbed into the Root House cellar to retrieve paint cans 
from previous years. As she and I began cataloging the paint colors, I was shocked to find nearly twenty different colors 
of paint. Fortunately, Maryellen is an expert with color 
and was able to identify where each color was used 
on the house. Furthermore, Maryellen and Scott were 
able to determine that some of the paint colors on the 
house had changed over the years and were off a shade 
or two. Having Maryellen and Scott’s institutional 
knowledge meant that we were able to correct those 
mistakes and to make sure each surface received the 
proper paint color and finish. 

The final touch to the Root House sprucing up was the 
addition of new on-site signage. Signage improvements 
include new “OPEN” signs for the front and side gates, 
directional signage for guests, and, thanks to Bill 

Bruton and the City of Marietta, signs for four new designated 
parking spots for Root House visitors. After several weeks of 
hard work, the Root House and dependencies are now back in 
shape, and work will soon begin on repairing and repainting the 
Root House fence.

I am pleased with all that has been accomplished at the Root 
House over the past few weeks. The improvements have been 
well-received and have been noted by both visitors and the 
community. But one of the most rewarding things to witness was 
the loving care that went into repairing the house. It was loving 
care that could only be given by people who genuinely love and 
care about the house. Today, the Root House is smiling. 

In the photograph above, Maryellen and Trevor are shown sorting the 
cache of old paint to determine the proper colors.  On the left, paint 
contractor Scott Chumley, who has a 20+year working relationship 
with the museum, is pictured at the RHMG. 



More Good Preservation News

Marietta HPC Issues First COA for Kennesaw Avenue Historic District

On January 5 the Marietta Historic Preservation Commission in a unanimous vote issued the first Certificate of Appropriateness 
for the Kennesaw Avenue Historic District.  The application was filed by Amanda Seals of 282 Kennesaw Avenue for 
reconstruction of the home’s driveway.  The new driveway will have dual concrete tire paths similar to the design that was 
frequently used in the early days of automobiles, and it will have brick pavers laid in a herringbone pattern between the tire 
paths. Ms. Seals and her husband Paul have owned the c. 1910 home for four years and have done extensive rehabilitation to 
the house.  Ms. Seals said that the exposure of some of the old driveway by recent rains had given them a guide for the new 
driveway design.

As authorized by the city’s historic preservation ordinance, the HPC was expanded to include two district homeowner 
representatives, Ryan Touchton and Steve Steele.  The ordinance requires that significant changes to a property’s appearance 
that are visible from the street be reviewed by the HPC in order to ensure that the work preserves the historic character of the 
district.  Ms. Seals said that application form was straightforward, the city staff were helpful and accessible, and the filing 
process went smoothly. 

The Kennesaw Avenue Historic District is the city’s first so designated, and the process of designating several other areas as 
historic districts is being pursued by the Marietta HPC.

County Takes Steps to Preserve Heritage Resources

Cobb Landmarks is happy to announce a 
resolution of the Cobb County Board of 
Commissioners, submitted by Chairman Tim 
Lee, for guidance on county-owned historic 
properties and resources. The resolution 
comes after a discussion between Chairman 
Lee, Cobb Landmarks, and the Cobb County 
Historic Preservation Commission about the 
recent loss of a historic farmhouse on county 
property on Old US Highway 41. The resolution 
acknowledges that historic or cultural resources 
highlight the community’s sense of place and 
ensure the preservation or documentation of 
these historic and cultural resources. When 
county-owned historic properties must be 
altered or demolished, the Cobb County Historic 
Preservation Commission must be notified 
and allowed time to make recommendations 
on the proposed demolition or alteration. In 
the case of demolition, a qualified cultural 
resource consultant will be hired by the county 
to document the resource before demolition.  
This documentation should include a history 
of the resource and its occupants, as well as 
archival-quality photographs of the resource, 
its associated structures, and its setting. The 
hope is that this documentation will fully 
record the resource and the role it played in 
Cobb County’s history.

A RESOLUTION OF THE COBB COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR POLICY GUIDANCE ON COUNTY-OWNED HISTORIC OR 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 

WHEREAS, Cobb County owns property throughout the county; 
 
WHEREAS, some of the property under Cobb County’s ownership may have historic or cultural 
resources on them; 
 
WHEREAS, these historic or cultural resources have the ability to educate and inform the public 
concerning Cobb County’s history and highlight the community’s unique sense-of-place; 
 
WHEREAS, Cobb County should make efforts to preserve or document these historic and cultural 
resources; 
 
WHEREAS, in some cases, these properties may need to be altered or demolished in order to fully 
conduct the business of Cobb County; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Cobb County Board of Commissioners resolves 
that the following policy be implemented regarding county-owned historic or cultural resources; 
 

 Cobb County shall make an inventory of all potential historic and cultural resources that are 
on county property and identify what department or agency is the custodian of the resource. 

 
 Those agencies or departments that are custodians for those identified properties shall notify 

the Historic Preservation Planner of any potential demolition or alteration of the resource.  
 

 The Historic Preservation Planner shall notify the Cobb County Historic Preservation 
Commission of the potential demolition or alteration. The Historic Preservation Commission 
shall be allowed time to make recommendations on the proposed demolition or alteration. 

 
 In the case of demolition, the responsible agency or department shall hire a qualified cultural 

resource consultant to document the resource before demolition occurs. 
 

 This documentation shall include a history of the resource, its occupants, if necessary, as 
well as archival-quality photographs of the resource, any associated structures and its setting, 
in order to fully record the resource and the role it played in Cobb County’s history. 

 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take 
effect immediately upon adoption by the Cobb County Board of Commissioners. 

 
This the 28th day of October 2014. 

 
 
 



Power-Jackson Cabin Documentation Underway

The Power-Jackson Cabin (c.1830) in east Cobb County is one of the rare examples of a single-pen (one room) log 
house remaining in Cobb. Although a framed addition was added later, the original hand-hewn, squared-and-notched log 
construction is still visible. William Power originally acquired the house in trade for a shotgun. His daughter, Martha Jane, 
and her husband, Jeptha C. Jackson, moved in shortly after their marriage in the late 1840s. After her husband’s death in 
1888, Mrs. Jackson continued to run their farm. She died in 1924 
at age 96. When her estate was settled in 1926, approximately 
105 acres of land around the site were sold for $1,800.00.

The cabin is currently owned by Ken and Jean Clary of Atlanta. 
A tree has fallen on the roof and the cabin is in general disrepair. 
The Cobb County Historic Preservation Commission will be 
funding a Historic Structures Report to document the condition 
of the cabin. The work will be performed by the Freedman 
Engineering Group in Marietta, who will be assisted by Historic 
Preservation Architect Barbara Kovacs Black. The work will 
include:

• field measuring the cabin as needed to prepare an accurate, 
dimensioned floor plan with four exterior elevations 
indicating major features, materials, and members; 

• onsite photography of the overall structure and setting, detailed features, and areas of deterioration or concern; 
• field observations and assessment of historic features and their condition;
• preparation of a floor plan drawing and exterior elevations; 
• a written assessment and photo description.

It is hoped that this work will encourage the owners to begin the task of first stabilizing and then ultimately restoring the 
historic cabin. 

Rockford Homeowner Reflects 
on Pilgrimage Experience

Erin Etheredge recently shared her Pilgrimage experience.

It was a pleasure to offer our home, the Smith-Manning House, for the Pilgrimage Tour this 
year. Staffs from both Cobb Landmarks and the Marietta Visitors Bureau were conscientious 
and wonderful to work with through the whole process. We have wanted to share this “gem” 
of Marietta with the public since we discovered and rehabilitated it, and the Pilgrimage 
is a nice opportunity to do so. The timing could not have been better, coinciding with the 
National Register approval and the Kennesaw Battlefield National Park lending the Wilbur 
Kurtz painting for display during the Tour. All of this would not have been possible without 
the tireless efforts of Johnny Sinclair, Kelly Herrero, Trevor Beemon, Katie Peterson, Stace 
Huff, the Pilgrimage Tour Committee, and so many other volunteers. It was a great time to 
bring our community together to celebrate the rich history of this very special city!
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COBB LANDMARKS AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
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I/We would like to become members of Cobb Landmarks and Historical Society, Inc.
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