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Hyde Farm: A Progress Report

Hyde Farm has seen significant changes in the past few months.

Located in East Cobb off Roswell Road, Hyde Farm has been a CLHS Preservation Priority since 2011. It was farmed using 
19th-century techniques until the death of the last living Hyde brother, JC, in 2004, and it is truly a last vestige of a bygone 
way of life in Cobb County. It was saved from development by the concerted efforts of many people: JC and his brother, 
Buck, who specified in their wills that the property would be first offered to the Trust for Public Land (TPL); the Friends 
of Hyde Farm, who raised money to assist TPL in buying and paying the taxes on the land; TPL, interim steward of the 
property; Cobb County and the National Park Service (NPS), current owners and stewards; and Cobb Landmarks, which 
has been the custodian of a fund for the rehabilitation of the buildings at Hyde Farm. Since the signing of an agreement 
between Cobb County and NPS, work has been underway to repair and restore the dilapidated buildings, and real changes 
can be seen.
 
Mandy Elliott, Preservation Planner for Cobb County, gave the following summary of the current state of the work at Hyde 
Farm:

The rehabilitation work on the Hyde Farm house and outbuildings is well underway. All of the outbuildings, including 
the barn, are complete. The barn rehabilitation included installing new sills [the bottoms of the walls] and rebuilding 
the two wings, using as much of the original fabric as possible. The work on the house is in process and involves 
replacement of some sills, injecting liquid epoxy into termite-affected logs, and installing new structural footings.  The 
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The Truck 
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wheelchair lift will be installed on the rear entrance to the house to accommodate ADA requirements. The wheelchair 
ramp which the Hydes had installed will be returned to that entrance.

An archaeologist has been retained for the site and has completed a survey of the area behind the house, where a 
detached kitchen once stood. Unfortunately, the installation of a septic tank removed all remnants of that kitchen.  

Cobb Parks, Recreation & Cultural Affairs staff will next be working with the landscape and fields in order to prepare 
for planting next year.

Curt Soper, Georgia/Alabama State Director for TPL, states, “The Trust for Public Land is delighted with the work that is 
underway to restore the barn and other structures at Hyde Farm.  The work that Cobb Landmarks and the County are doing 
now is exactly what was envisioned when we were all working so hard to acquire the property.” Bill Cox with the National 
Park Service, Superintendent of the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area, added “I think Hyde Farm is a great 
example of an effective partnership between Cobb County and the National Park Service that furthers our mutual goal of 
protecting and enjoying the historic resources we all value.”

All at Cobb Landmarks are excited and encouraged at the progress and look forward to the day when Hyde Farm will be 
available to the public on a regular basis. Meanwhile, a special event is planned for the fall to take place at Hyde Farm and 
CLHS’s Power Cabin property. Details will be announced soon.



Cobb Landmarks 2015 Annual Awards

Following is the text of Awards Committee Chair Becky Paden's remarks at the Annual Membership Meeting held on 
January 22, 2015.

The Preservation Awards we present tonight are once again an important focus of Cobb Landmarks and Historical Society. 
The people and organizations we honor are significant because these recipients made great efforts to preserve our community's 
history in different ways.

William F. Bruton for Leadership of Marietta's 
Civil War Anniversary Observance Events

Our first Preservation Award goes to WILLIAM F. BRUTON for his leadership 
of Marietta's observance of the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Marietta 
last year.  If you participated in any of the events, especially the "burning of 
Marietta," you appreciate the significance of this recognition. Bill was named 
Marietta's city manager in January 2000. He graduated from the University 
of North Carolina School of Law and holds a bachelor's degree in public 
administration and political science from Duke University, where he was 
president of the student body. He has won many professional and community 
awards, including the South Carolina Public Official Leadership Award in 1993 
and 2000 and the Cobb YMCA Volunteer of the Year Award in 2012. Under Bill 
Bruton's leadership, Marietta earned the All-America City Award, the nation's 
most prestigious civic honor. He was committee chair for Marietta's 175th 
anniversary celebration in 2009.  He is a member of the Marietta Kiwanis Club 
and several other professional and civic organizations.

               Erin and William Etheredge for Rockford's Restoration

Rockford, also known as the Smith-Manning House, is one of Cobb 
County’s most significant historic structures. Constructed between 1848 
and 1851 for the Dr. Sidney Smith family, the home is situated on top 
of a full-storied stone basement. It is believed to have served as a field 
hospital during the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain and as the headquarters 
of Confederate General William J. Hardee in June of 1864. 

The exterior of the home was updated in the folk Victorian style in the late 
1800s before the Manning family purchased the property in the 1890s.The 
house was purchased by Erin and William Etheredge in 2009. Rockford 
had outdated electrical, plumbing, and HVAC improvements dating from 
the 1940s through the 1970s. The house had not been lived in for a couple 
of years and was being vandalized. Paint was peeling off the walls, but the 
roof was intact and the structure was sound. The Etheredges decided to 
pursue Georgia National Register status due to the significant and unique 
historic value of the architectural, agricultural, and cultural elements. To 
help accomplish their goal, Erin and Will enlisted the services of well-

known architect and historic preservationist Lane Greene to plan for the sensitive rehabilitation of the home. As a result of 
the dedication and hard work of the Etheredges and those who worked with them on the project, Rockford was listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places on December 2, 2014.



Kennesaw State University 
Public History Certificate Program

Kennesaw State University's public history certificate program was 
established in 1999 to train students in the field of public history, which 
includes work in museums, historic sites, the National Park Service, 
and archives. Cobb Landmarks' Executive Director Trevor Beemon 
is a program alumnus. Students can choose from a range of courses, 
including Museum Studies, Preservation, Architectural History, Oral 
History Documentation and Interpretation, and others. The public history 
faculty and students are a resource for local organizations as they work 
to preserve and interpret their communities' histories. KSU faculty and 
students have curated exhibitions for the Acworth Rosenwald School, 
have created lesson plans in support of the Root House interpretive 
program, and have assisted with processing the Root House artifact collection. Students routinely volunteer at historic sites, 
including the Root House, Kennesaw Mountain Battlefield Park, and the Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive 
History. Department Chair Alice Pate is accepting the award with Dr. Tom Scott. 

Toni and Steve Phillips for the Grove-Phillips House Restoration

Built in 1935 by Mr. and Mrs. Russell Grove, the Freyer Drive house restored by Toni and Steve Phillips is described 
as English vernacular revival style. The well-known Marietta architect of the house was Montgomery Anderson, who 
later became the resident architect at Sea Island. Russell and Miriam Grove were prominent Marietta citizens. Mr. Grove 
practiced law with James V. Carmichael on the Marietta Square and had a career that helped change Marietta and Cobb 
County during and after World War II. He was the Cobb County attorney for many years and a deacon at First Presbyterian 
Church. He rode a bicycle on neighborhood streets to enforce the blackout laws during WWII. He kept a "fine" collection of 
snakes in the basement and lectured Boy Scout and school groups about herpetology. Three generations of the Grove family 
owned the structure until Steve and Toni Phillips bought it in 2012. They moved in last year after extensive restoration. The 
house would likely have been in line for condemnation had not the Phillips worked for two years to strip the interior down 
to the frame, decontaminate it, rewire and replumb it, restore the windows, and a lot more. They have faithfully retained the 
exterior. As our fellow Cobb Landmarks member and the Phillips' neighbor Judge Jim Morris said, we are "so appreciative 
of the Phillips for saving this prize piece of our community."

Diane and Jim Parks, Volunteers of the Year

Our own Cobb Landmarks board members Diane and 
Jim Parks are our 2015 Volunteers of the Year. This hard-
working couple has a love of learning and a passion for 
giving. The Parks have been Landmarks board members 
for four years. Diane has chaired the Root House Museum 
and Garden Committee for three years and served on the 
Education Committee. Jim, an avid gardener, is a mainstay 
of the Root House Annual Plant Sale. As great supporters 
of the Root House, Diane and Jim are the first to arrive to 
help set up for programs and tours and the last to leave. As 
part of their willingness to do whatever is needed to make 
the Root House a fun and engaging place for students and 
visitors, they recently helped add a new 19th century games 
station to the Root House school tours. They have also 
helped Cobb Landmarks to develop stronger relationships 
in the community. Congratulations, Diane and Jim!



CLHS Offers Members a Garden Party “Stroll” of Two Marietta Gardens

As warm weather arrives in Cobb County, local gardens are beginning to show forth their spring finery, and the historic 
district of Marietta, with its mature dogwoods and azaleas, is always a delight to the eye. As a special thank-you to members, 
Cobb Landmarks invites you into the private gardens of two of the historic homes in the Church/Cherokee district. This 
garden party, described as a garden “stroll,” will be held on Saturday, May 23 (with a rain date of May 24), from 5:00 p.m. 
until 8:00 p.m.

Enjoy cocktails and light hors d'oeuvres from 5:00 until 6:30 in the garden of Katie 
and Bob Sanstead, at 400 Church Street. Bob and Katie's garden was designed as an 
English Cottage garden to compliment their 1940s home, purchased in 2009. Planned 
as a fairy woodland garden for their granddaughters, it was designed by Katie, a 
retired Interior Decorator and Master Gardener, to teach Lina and Madi not only about 
gardening but also about nature, the seasons, and the names of the flowers, birds, and 
trees. This is a Certified Pollinator and Wildlife Habitat Garden. A succession garden, 
the array of ornamentals display a color scheme of shades of blues, purples, pinks, 
whites, and yellows. It has been featured in The Atlanta Journal Constitution, on the 
2013 Master Gardener Tour, and in 2014 on HGTV's website.

At 6:30, guests will be invited to stroll around the corner to 
the home of Chris and Cathy Brown, at 429 Cherokee Street, 
where heavy hors d'oeuvres will be offered in the garden. The 
c. 1929 garden was laid out in a formal design when the house 
was built. When the Browns bought the home in 2001, most of 
the garden was under ivy. Chris discovered the original pathways 
and the pond while clearing the back garden, and, with the 
help of landscape designer John Barry, he lovingly restored the 
hardscape and planted period-appropriate flowers and shrubs. In 
the intervening 13 years, Chris, a Master Gardener, has developed 
and nurtured a garden with distinct areas of flowering plants, 
including day lilies, lenten roses, azaleas, and forsythia.

Parking will be provided at a location between the two homes. 
Guests are encouraged to wear comfortable shoes for strolling 
between the homes and on grass and gravel paths.  

RSVP online at CobbLandmarks.com/events or call 678.594.4994. The event is free, but members will need to make 
reservations.

Cobb Landmarks could not operate without the support of its loyal members. This spring garden event is our way of 
thanking you. We look forward to offering you the opportunity to greet old friends and meet new ones who share the passion 
for preserving our heritage. Please join us on May 23.

To recap:

Who: Cobb Landmarks and Historical Society Members

What: Spring Garden Party/Garden 'Stroll'

When: Saturday, May 23, 5:00 PM To 8:00 PM (Rain Date: May 24)

Where: Sanstead Home at 400 Church Street and Brown Home at 429 Cherokee Street

How: RSVP to Trevor Beemon at 678-594-4994 or online at Cobblandmarks.com/events

COST: FREE!



Tidings from Trevor

Prior to coming to Cobb Landmarks and Historical Society, I spent seven years working in museum marketing and 
communication. During that time, I helped launch museum blogs, websites, and various social media accounts. So, when I 
came to Cobb Landmarks, one of my major personal goals was to give the society a fresh new online identity.

My first priority was to create a dedicated website for the William Root House Museum and Garden. In the past, the Root 
House was only represented online by a small webpage on the Cobb Landmarks website. The page was somewhat difficult 
to find, and the fact that it was part of the Cobb Landmarks website was confusing for tourists and visitors seeking to visit 
the museum.  I knew I had to create a dedicated website to give the Root House the attention it deserved.

The star of the new website is the Root House video, which was a project of the Education Committee. The video is a 
wonderful introduction to the Root House and is an extremely effective way to show what the Root House is, why it’s 
important, and why you should visit. Next, I wanted to address the needs of visitors. What were they looking for when they 
visited the website? I determined that most visitors wanted a brief history of the home, to know what to expect when they 
visit, and to find basic information about tours and ticketing. In order to give visitors the answers they were looking for, I 
divided the website into four sections: History, Virtual Tour, Visit, and Group Tours.

The History portion of the website details the Root House’s journey over the past 170 years. The Virtual Tour page offers 
360° views of the Parlor and North 
Room, which can be explored with 
the swipe of your mouse. The Visit 
page provides information on pricing 
and directions and explains what 
you can expect when you visit the 
museum. Finally, the Group Tours 
page is designed to help educators and 
tour coordinators plan and schedule a 
group visit to the museum. The page 
even includes an order form for boxed 
lunches from Gabriel’s.

Since launching earlier this year, the 
Root House Museum and Garden 
website has had nearly 1,200 page 
views, with visitors logging in from 
Russia, China, Germany, Japan, South 
Korea, Australia, Brazil, Canada, and 
more. It is my hope that the new Root 
House Museum and Garden website 
will help Cobb Landmarks attract 
many new visitors to the museum, and 
to our community as well.

To visit the new Root House Museum 
and Garden website, please go to 
RootHouseMuseum.com. In the 
next issue of The Landmarker, I will 
introduce the newly redesigned Cobb 
Landmarks website.

Trevor Beemon 
CLHS Executive Director
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Marietta Publishes Two “New” Histories of Marietta Public Cemeteries
by Jim Morris

In the winter of 2014, Marietta Tree Keepers, Inc., partnered with Rebecca Mattord, a Kennesaw State University Geographic 
Information Systems intern, to map and inventory the trees in the Marietta City Cemetery on Powder Springs Road. We 
at Marietta Tree Keepers hoped that expanding our knowledge of the tree inventory might encourage use of the cemetery 
as a future planting site for more trees. While we were dodging Snowmageddon and various other hostile weather events 
that season, we found warmth and hospitality in the Keep Marietta Beautiful office of Marietta Parks and Recreation, the 
official caretaker of the cemetery.  While sheltering there one day, I noticed a couple of three-ring binders on a shelf that 
were labeled Cemetery History and perused them, finding that they were extensive histories of the “Old Marietta Cemetery” 
and the “1902 Addition to the Old Marietta Cemetery” by Curt Ratledge.  I had never heard of them but was immediately 
impressed by the volume of information they contained, 263 pages for one and 207 pages for the other.

The city had been using them for reference, to create historical scenarios for occasional cemetery tour guides and reenactors.  
It seemed curious to me that they had never been published, and, as a volunteer for Keep Marietta Beautiful, I borrowed the 
binders and read them from cover to cover, just to see what was there.  I found each to be a wonderful collection of stories 
not only about the residents of the cemetery, who were listed by name and lot number, but also about many of their relatives - 
local, state, and national figures who interacted with them and with each other over cemetery and city historical events.  Each 
describes city merchants, preachers, missionaries, politicians, and generations of folks who have been touched by the lives 
and deaths of those who are buried here.  They seemed to me to be a treasure trove, particularly for genealogists seeking to 
connect to Marietta families. Why weren’t they public?

Curt Ratledge styled himself as a “Consultant for Historic Landscape.”  In the mid 1970s, he was researching the 1754 
Midway Congregational Church in Liberty County and found many connections between those families and later occupants 
of Marietta and surrounds. In June of 1986, Ratledge first ventured into our cemetery and wrote, “The sight was that of a 
desecrated landscape. Markers lay toppled in every quarter, many having fallen decades ago.”  He noted broken walls, an 
open mausoleum, invading plants, unmonitored burials, and other undesirable conditions.  The city had not had a Cemetery 
Sexton (monitor and caretaker) since 1939!  The City of Marietta had contended that the cemetery was privately owned 
by the lot owners and that, in the absence of care by the lot owners’ relatives, the city’s only obligation was to do minimal 
upkeep by default.  Ratledge produced an 1872 deed from Jane Bolan Glover and subsequent deeds that illustrated the city’s 
ownership of the framework of Old City Cemetery, including paths and roadways. 

He began advocating for cleanup and restoration and found an attentive City Council and also a friend in state Representative 
Joe Mack Wilson.  Wilson’s solution was a legislated change in the Marietta tax structure that dedicated a 0.79 mill 
property tax to cemetery maintenance.  The tax is projected to produce $197,000 for this year’s cemetery maintenance and 
improvement budget. In 1995 Marietta was the only city in Georgia with a similar tax.  

Wilson became Mayor of Marietta in 1990 and died in office in 1993.  His administration contracted with Curt Ratledge on 
August 8, 1990, to produce histories of the two cemeteries and of the Confederate Cemetery adjacent to Old City Cemetery.  
The books were to be completed and delivered by December 22, 1990, and the author would be paid $27,500 for his work.  
With the assistance of Grif Martin, Ratledge inventoried the headstone epitaphs between October and November of 1990, 
recording full or partial epitaphs from 2,169 stones.  He tells us that there is even a headstone for John Oswell Kemp’s leg, 
amputated on March 10, 1903, after a train accident, though Kemp’s burial place is unknown. Ratledge estimated that there 
could also be more than 1,000 unrecorded burials here.  

In hindsight, a four-month production schedule seems tight.  Mr. Ratledge failed to deliver the histories by the contracted 
date. The parties blamed each other, and the case eventually ended up in Fulton County State Court, finally being settled in 
November 1993 (six months after the death of Mayor Wilson).  The histories were finally delivered to the city in 1995.  By 
then, the parties were exasperated with each other, and that may be what landed the books on the shelf where they pretty 
much remained for twenty years. 

I am not a professional historian, but I have read the histories from cover to cover at least three times.  The first reading 
impressed me with the volume of biographical detail Ratledge includes on nearly every page.  He also shares a wealth 
of information about the slave population of Marietta, their membership in the early predominantly white churches, the 
subsequent development of independent black churches, and, throughout, their relationship with the cemeteries.  Marietta is 



unique among the relatively large cities in Georgia for having had an integrated cemetery since the beginning.  I also enjoyed 
Ratledge sharing tidbits of near gossip, sadly sweet stories, such as:

Mary Hart (Freyer) Greer, of Marietta, married Dr. John R. Greer December 19, 1893, during her final illness of six 
weeks.  She died the following day and was buried in her white wedding gown, in a white casket, decorated with white 
flowers, the next day, Monday, December 21st. Services were conducted by the Rev. C.T.I. Pise, Rector of St. James 
Episcopal Church, and the Rev. Victor E. Manget, Methodist teacher and preacher.

Also included are quirky stories, such as one that rated mention in Ratledge friend Celestine Sibley’s Atlanta Constitution 
column when he told her about his research into the death of Lucy Gartrell in 1959. Lucy was a “character” in Atlanta and 
Marietta for decades.  She was the sister of Mary Annie Gartrell, who died of pneumonia in 1906 after they had moved 
together from Marietta to Atlanta to further their musical careers. In honor of Mary Annie, Lucy built perhaps the most 
beautiful monument in the Old City Cemetery, one that has earned an historical marker that recounts Lucy’s affection for 
her sister, whose grave she visited regularly, sometimes having to walk from Atlanta to further her devotion. Lucy wore 
mourning black whenever she was in public, including a black veil, frequently with a black homburg hat. In his extensive 
entry about this family and lot, Ratledge includes: “Lucy’s death certificate, completed by her own doctor, one of Atlanta’s 
most prominent physicians of the first half of the twentieth century, identifies her sex as ‘MALE’.”

The second time around, I paid more attention to Ratledge’s personal pride of workmanship and his praise and criticism of 
city cemetery management before and since he arrived on the scene. 

By the third reading it became apparent that many of the facts he recites in the books are repeated frequently throughout 
the books – Ratledge was fascinated by the “Little Mary Phagan” murder and was also devoted to those pioneers who were 
related to the coastal families in whom he had previously specialized.  

In reading the volumes, it was obvious that they would be more accessible if they had an index that would allow researchers 
to find each name mentioned in the book, not just the names of those who are buried here. Lots of people have come and 
gone through Marietta over the years, and relatively few of them are buried in the Marietta public cemetery. Any name may 
show up in these books as someone who played a role in the establishment or nurture of  the public cemeteries, doctored the 
deceased, was a pallbearer, rented a funeral carriage, or arranged security for a presidential visit; the connections go on and 
on, and any may well be of interest to a current researcher.

Having frozen through the tree survey last winter, I spent this winter in 
front of the fireplace creating a separate index for the History of Historic 
Old City Cemetery, Cemetery Hill, Powder Springs Road, Marietta, 
Georgia and for the History of the 1902 Marietta City Cemetery.  Each 
new index names every person mentioned in that history, shows the 
page(s) that name is found on, and, if the person is buried in the cemetery 
or had a very close connection with a lot, lists the lot number(s). It omits 
only the list of sources that Ratledge has consolidated within the book and 
to which he has already devoted a separate chapter.  Joan Ellars of Keep 
Marietta Beautiful has put both histories on display at the Georgia Room 
of the Switzer Library on Roswell Road, and they are now available for 
researchers to peruse.  

While I was working on this 
project, a young Eagle Scout, 
Will Eubanks, was creating 
capsule histories of interesting people who are buried at St. James’ Episcopal 
Church Cemetery. Will’s stories will be available to visitors at a central kiosk at 
the cemetery and may be downloadable to a phone or tablet for the curious to use 
as they stroll the grounds.  

2015 looks like a good year for local cemeteries and for local history buffs.  I 
hope you enjoy this newly enhanced access to these Cobb landmarks.

Jim Morris delivers indexing volumes to the 
Georgia Room.



Message from the Chair

You all have heard me say many times that Cobb Landmarks’ strength and success lie in the commitment and efforts of 
our Trustees.  I am delighted to introduce the 2015 Trustees to the CLHS membership and to give a little insight into the 
talents of our newest Trustees.

Joining our board are Ginny and Frank Baltz.  Both are retired and share a lifelong 
deep appreciation for all things historic.  Frank will bring leadership experience 
garnered from his years as an Episcopal priest.  Father Frank occasionally teaches 
a course at his seminary entitled “Building Congregations That Thrive.”  I am 
delighted at the opportunity of having him help us apply those same principles 
as we at CLHS strive to build a stronger organization. This Marietta couple have 
long volunteered as docents during Pilgrimage and have attended CLHS events 
over the years.  Frank has agreed to chair the CLHS Finance Committee, and 
Ginny will work on Special Events with Jeanine Harper and Katie Sanstead.  I 
am delighted to have them join us on the CLHS board.

Heather Culligan is the Collections Manager at the Atlanta History Center. 
She oversees the care and preservation of the collections in the Atlanta 
History Center Museum, Kenan Research Center Library and Archives, and 
three historic homes.  She co-teaches the graduate level course in Collections 
Management in Museums at the University of West Georgia.  Heather serves 
as representative from District 4 on the Cobb County Historic Preservation 
Commission.  And she comes to the CLHS board with a long-term working 
relationship with our Executive Director, Trevor Beemon.  Heather will be a 
great asset as part of the Root House team. She shares an early 1900s farm 
house in Mableton with husband Tom, a cat, and two dogs.

JoAnn Wood recently retired from Cobb County Schools, where she served 
as the Elementary Social Studies Supervisor for many years. In the past she 
has advised the CLHS Education and Programs Committee.  JoAnn’s insight 
and experience were instrumental in many of the CLHS education programs, 
especially those that targeted students and teacher development. JoAnn has hit 
the ground running, already active in the CLHS Education Committee, and 
will be a dynamic part of the Talking Walls program this summer.  

Laurie Edwards is returning to the CHLS Board this year and has already been 
tapped by Jeanine and Katie for the Special Events Committee.  In the past, 
Laurie has been very active in Pilgrimage activities, serving in almost all the positions of leadership, from Pilgrimage 
Co-Chair to Homeowner Liaison.  Even as the busy wife of Minton and mother of two teens, Jordan and Ben, Laurie has 
agreed to share her many talents with Cobb Landmarks. 

Cobb Landmarks will continue to prosper with the support of these new Trustees. 

Best, Abbie
 

A special thanks to Piedmont Graphics for printing The Landmarker

Landmarker Editors
Cathy Brown    Jim Corley    Abbie Parks



Docent Doings
by Melissa DeVelvis

Hello, folks! It’s your Root House Manager here, giving my first ever report! I would like to thank the CLHS members 
that I’ve had the chance to meet for being so welcoming and supportive. Most of all, I would like to thank my docents for 
jumping up to help me during my first school tours in January. I am slowly, yet surely, on my way to meeting all of our 
docents and am hopeful that our docent Spring Training will help me with that. 

Meanwhile, Candise Curlee, our Staff Docent, has been doing an awesome job with our junior docents that visit on Saturdays. 
Our junior docent program, she says, “focuses on education, volunteerism, and personal growth.” They are a connected 
group of friends, and the open house atmosphere that Candise has created makes Saturday at the Root House a fun day. The 
juniors feed off of each other when they give tours, which is a great way to improve. We have six new junior docents, and, 
by nothing short of a miracle, we’ve managed to find dresses and undergarments that fit them all!

Our first junior docent gathering of 2015 was a Valentine’s Day celebration. I found a valentine from 1860 and made copies 
to distribute to the juniors, and they in turn created valentines of their own after learning about the history of Valentine’s Day. 
Also provided were beverages and snacks, including pink cupcakes. In order to accommodate all of our juniors, Candise 
scheduled two meeting dates. The docents that could not attend the meeting on Valentine’s Day visited the Root House the 
Saturday before, which was, coincidentally, Hannah Simpson Root’s birthday. 

In addition to their valentines’ history, the juniors were able to learn more about our first “lady of the house.” While we 
are very, very lucky that William Root thought to leave an autobiography for his children, less is known about Hannah. 
Sometimes we have to use what we know about her family members to try to paint a picture of what Hannah’s life was like. 
In many ways, this is what we have to do for the Root House: we use our research findings about middle class Southern 
families in order to furnish the house in the manner in which the Roots would have done.  I have always considered this a fun 
puzzle, where I am allowed to be creative but must work within the parameters of the information I have been given. Some 
mysteries, like the contents of our awesome melted Root bottles in the shed room, are more fun when they keep us guessing!
I’m very excited to work with our docents of all ages. I find that, in watching them, I either learn new things or am reminded 
of an element of the tour I haven’t used in ages. I can only imagine this is what our docents experience as well! 

Local place names: PIGEON HILL
by Jack Lyle

The Pigeon Hill Trail begins at the Burnt Hickory Road parking lot in Kennesaw Mountain Battlefield National Park 
and runs steeply uphill through granite boulders, twisted conifers, and a few cacti, with a spectacular view of the West 
Cobb horizon from the hilltop, which forms a long flat ridge.  With plenty of amazing sights along the way, it’s only a 
little strange to hikers that we never see the first pigeon on Pigeon Hill!  

No search of historic papers or maps has explained who decided to name this place “Pigeon Hill,” but it is not difficult 
to guess.  During the 1800s, the incredible prevalence of the passenger pigeon was noted all over the eastern U.S.  
Flocks of these wild pigeons, numbering literally in the millions, were a common sight.  Our nation’s most famous 
observer of birds, James Audubon, described while traveling in Kentucky:

The air was literally filled with Pigeons; the light of noon-day was obscured as by an eclipse; the dung fell in spots, 
not unlike melting flakes of snow; and the continued buzz of wings had a tendency to lull my senses to repose ….   

Apparently our own neighborhood also experienced these blizzards of migratory birds, and the rocky hill next to 
Kennesaw Mountain was a favored roosting spot, hence the name “Pigeon Hill.”  (Note that there is a sizable mountain 
near LaFayette, Georgia, named “Pigeon Mountain,” probably for the same reason.)

So where did all the pigeons go?  Amazingly, in the course of about a century of intense hunting and habitat destruction, 
the native population of wild passenger pigeons dropped from in the billions to zero.  The last living specimen, named 
“Martha,” died in the Cincinnati Zoo in 1914.  So, today, when we go to the park and scramble up this picturesque 
hiking trail, perhaps we should take a moment to recall the humbling story of how easily and casually we brought about 
the passenger pigeon’s permanent disappearance.



Highlights of the 2015 Annual Membership Meeting of
Cobb Landmarks and Historical Society

The 2015 Annual Membership Meeting of Cobb Landmarks and Historical Society was held on Thursday, January 22, 2015, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall of St. James’ Episcopal Church in Marietta.

The meeting was called to order by CLHS Chair Abbie Parks. Abbie and Executive Director Trevor Beemon welcomed the 
board, the members, and honored guests.

Chris Brown gave the Treasurer’s report on behalf of Jim Corley III, reporting that 2014 had been a good financial year and 
that the financial numbers would be even better when Pilgrimage funds have all been received.

Abbie thanked the outgoing Trustees for their dedicated service and support over the years, naming Tonya Boga, Chris 
Brown, JoAnn and Stewart Campbell, Terri Cole, Terri and Jim Guthrie, and the Hon. Lark Ingram. She also thanked 
returning board members Veronica and Tee Anderson, Natasha Beemon, Cathy Brown, Becky and Bill Paden, Johnny 
Sinclair, and Larry Zenoni, all of whom agreed to serve another three-year term.

Larry Zenoni, Chair of the Nominating Committee, acknowledged and thanked the members of his committee and then 
announced the proposed slate of officers, to be voted on by the 2015 board, and the proposed new board members. 
Nominated officers were Abbie Parks, Chair; Pat Koutouzis, Secretary, and Jim Corley III, Treasurer.  Larry then nominated 
the following persons to serve as new board members for the term ending January 2018: Ginny and Frank Baltz, Heather   
Culligan, and JoAnn Wood. All proposed board members were unanimously elected by the membership present.

Chairman Abbie Parks and Executive Director then together reviewed important events and accomplishments of 2014, using 
the CLHS motto of “Preserve, Protect, Promote” as a framework.

Preserve
• The Hannah and William Root House was added to the National Register of Historic Places.
• The outside of the Root House was painted, along with the kitchen and the fence. New signage was also 

purchased for the Root House.
• CLHS worked with the Master Gardeners to maintain the gardens of the Root House and to hold another 

successful annual Plant Sale.
• Work has started on the buildings of Hyde Farm.  CLHS is monitoring the restoration.
• CLHS continued to maintain the Power Cabin.

Protect
• CLHS worked with Cobb County to help protect historic county-owned properties from being demolished.
• We worked to obtain county-funded documentation of the historic Power-Jackson Cabin.
• We held a reception to benefit the restoration of Acworth’s Bethel AME Church.

Promote
• CLHS hired a new Executive Director, Trevor Beemon, and a new Root House Manager, Melissa DeVelvis.
• We offered the Talking Walls program to local educators.
• Our Executive Director Trevor Beemon and Natasha Beemon spoke at the National Trust for Historic Preservation 

Conference in Savannah.
• The Root House staff and docents worked with The Walker School to help students develop a play based on the 

Root family. CLHS helped students be fitted with period clothing for their play.
• School groups that tour the Root House are now being shown games that were played by the children of  the Root 

family.
• CLHS participated in the Civil War 150th commemoration events.
• We partnered with the Marietta Welcome Center for the 28th annual Marietta Pilgrimage Home Tour.
• The Root House appeared in a special feature on the Gone with the Wind 75th Anniversary edition Blu-ray.
• Our society celebrated its 40th Anniversary along with other “Guess Who...”events.
• CLHS launched a Cobb Landmarks blog and a website for the William Root House Museum and Garden.



After the reports, Abbie introduced Becky Paden, Chair of the Awards Committee, for the highlight of our Annual 
Meeting, the presentation of our Annual Awards.  [See the separate article in this issue about the Annual Award 
winners.]

Abbie thanked St James’ Church for the lovely venue. St. James’, founded in 1842, was the parish home of William 
Root, who was a founding member and superintendent of the Sunday School for nearly half a century, so the location 
of our meeting was especially fitting. The parish hall was beautifully decorated under the direction of Katie Sanstead 
and her committee and was spacious and comfortable, providing all the necessary amenities for a large meeting. The 
food, provided, as is our tradition, by the Trustees, was delicious, and, after the meeting was adjourned, everyone 
enjoyed a time of fellowship, congratulating all who have 
accomplished so much.



C
obb Landm

arks &
 H

istorical Society, Inc.

A
bbie Parks, C

hair
Pat K

outouzis, Secretary
Jam

es W
. C

orley, III, Treasurer 

Term
 expiring January 2016

W
endy B

unch and Tom
 H

eyer
A

ngela and John C
offey

Pat and D
ennis K

outouzis
Jam

es W
. C

orley, III
D

iane and Jim
 Parks

Leigh A
nn and R

ay W
orden

Term
 expiring January 2017

Jennifer D
ixon

Sherry and D
avid F

reedm
an

M
elissa and Parker G

ilbert
Jeanine and Skip H

arper
M

alinda and Laing H
eidt

K
atie and B

ob Sanstead

Term
 expiring January 2018

Veronica and Tee A
nderson

G
inny and F

rank B
altz

N
atasha B

eem
on

C
athy B

row
n

H
eather C

ulligan
Laurie E

dw
ards

B
ecky and B

ill Paden
A

bbie Parks
Johnny Sinclair

JoA
nn W

ood
Larry Zenoni

Trevor B
eem

on, E
xecutive D

irector
M

elissa D
eVelvis, R

oot H
ouse M

anager
C

andise C
urlee, Staff D

ocent

COBB LANDMARKS AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
Annual Membership

I/We would like to become members of Cobb Landmarks and Historical Society, Inc.

                Annual (Family/Individual) . .. . ........$50            Sponsorship Levels:  
                Student/Institutional..
    (include student ID).... $ 20    Bronze……………………….…..$250 
        Silver ………………………… .$  500
     Patron………………………………$100     Gold………………………..…..$1,000
                Business…………………………....$150       Platinum…………......................$2,500
                   Diamond…………………….… $5,000

 Name ______________________________________________________________________           
 Address  _________________________________________ Phone  _____________________             
 City_______________________ Zip Code___________  Email __________________________  
 

  ________  Please contact me, I am interested in volunteering for Cobb Landmarks!
or renew on line at www. cobblandmarks.com
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